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SSA Publishes Testimony from the First   Compassion ate     
Allowance Hearing 

1 

SSA to Issue Benefits Payments Via Debit Cards 2 

Proposal to Simplify Processing of WC Claims 2 

SSA Expands Paperless Claims Processing System 3 

SSA Commissioner Continues to Dismantle DSI 3 

SSA Revises Immune System 6/7 

TECH TALK—Dependent Benefits—When do Dependent/Stude nt 
Benefits Terminate? 
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The Cutting Edge—Asthma 5 
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 Recent flooding in Missouri left many families homeless 
and lacking basic everyday essentials.  Advantage 2000 Consult-
ants’ employees recently held a charity drive to collect items for 
these families.  Through the generosity of our employees, we were 
able to donate a variety of personal hygiene items to a local com-
munity severely affected by the flooding.   

 Advantage 2000 Consultants recently participated in the 
semi-annual Retirement Education Series at Southwestern Illinois 
College in Belleville, Illinois,.  The purpose of the series is to pro-
vide retirement education and planning information to individuals 
approaching retirement age.  Professionals in the field of law, fi-
nancial planning, insurance and retirement planning contribute to 
the program.  Jeff Fields, Customer Relations Manager, gave a 
presentation providing his expertise and insight into Social Security 
Retirement. 

 Once again, Advantage 2000 Consultants participated in 
the annual National Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society - Gateway 
Area Chapter Legal and Tax Clinic.  On February 9, 2008, the Na-
tional MS Society provided a free legal and tax clinic to individuals 
with Multiple Sclerosis in the St. Louis metro area.  During this 
event, people with MS and their immediate families had the oppor-
tunity to consult with professionals such as attorneys, CPAs and 
Certified Financial Planners for 20-30 minute consultations.  Mary 
Garrett, Director of Program Management, served as the Social 
Security Disability Specialist for the clinic this year.  Advantage 
2000 Consultants was pleased to provide their services to those 
individuals who otherwise may not have had the opportunity. 
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